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Modular ‘kits’ for linear guides offer reduced maintenance and longer operating life
With linear guides, designers often need to tailor the lubrication and sealing to the application. Schaeffler (UK) has launched a range of modular accessories that enable guides to be modified to suit the individual nature of the operating environment. 

When it comes to specifying high performance linear guidance systems for production machinery, such as machine tools or plastics processing machinery, designers often need to match the design of the guides to the environment they will be operating in. Effective sealing and targeted lubrication of the guides are therefore key design considerations, since these affect the operating life, maintenance intervals and overall machine availability.

Schaeffler (UK) has therefore launched a range of modular accessories or ‘kits’, which designers can specify with a particular linear guide, such as Schaeffler’s ‘KUVE’ range of ball monorail guidance systems.


The higher the design requirements, the more ‘kit’ components or sub-assemblies can be added on. The designer can combine different accessories with a particular linear guide to meet the operating requirements, ambient conditions and contamination levels of the application - from minor contamination levels such as large particulates or swarf, to severe contamination such as exposure to aggressive dust or cooling lubricant.

The kits themselves include: long term lubrication units; sheet steel wipers; single- and double-lip end wipers; sealing strips; and seals made from different materials, for example, to withstand aggressive coolants used on machine tools.

Maintenance-free linear guidance systems can also be specified. Schaeffler’s KUVE ball monorail guidance system, for example, can be modified with a long term lubrication unit (LZV), which, in combination with the KUVE’s integral lubricant reservoir, results in a maintenance-free linear guide solution for most applications. 

Long term tests and practical trials have shown that by upgrading linear guides using modular kits - such as long term lubrication units or effective sealing modules - the operating life of linear guides can be improved significantly, compared to guides that use conventional wipers and leave lubrication issues to the end user.

ENDS
Note to editors:

With a total of 60,000 employees at over 180 locations around the globe and group sales of 8 billion euros (fiscal year 2005), the Schaeffler Group is one of the world's leading rolling bearing manufacturers and automotive component suppliers. The corporate group includes the INA Group with headquarters in Herzogenaurach, the FAG Group based in Schweinfurt as well as the LuK Group, with headquarters in Bühl.

FAG Industrial Services (FIS) is a member of the FAG Group and supports INA FAG in the UK and worldwide with industrial services including effective maintenance management and condition monitoring.
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